THE
GREEN HOUSE

f you look at Matthew Bialecki's websile, there's a quota-

tion that says it all: “Living green is more than a label, It's

a healthy way of living." The word “green,” whether it ap-

plies to architecture or any other endeavor, has come a

long way since the 1970s. Green building, for instance,
no longer means living in a yurt while eating granola and hav-
ing mind-numbing conversations about solar energy,

Those clichés simply don't apply anymore. Today there's
a real sense of urgency about the environment. The planet is
in peril and we seem to have finally grasped that reality.

Mow some architects are proving that part of the solution
can begin al home—literally. Sustainable building practices
are one answer, says Bialecki, and he's been demanstrating
this for more than 20 years with new construction and his-
toric renovation projects in the Hudson Valley, “As a kid, |
never realized how lucky | was,” says Bialecki, looking back
on his childhood in the South Bay area of Los Angeles near
Palos Verdes—the so-called “Hollywood Riviera."

This California kid—"with my surfboarding, skateboarding
friends™—played in a paradise, a green casis geographically
sheltered from the sprawl of Los Angeles. It was an idyllic
existence—and environment—that had a profound effect on
him. Besides the beauty of the natural environment, the area
offered, in Bialecki's words, "a treasure of architectural
design and experimentation.” This included the oulstanding
mid-century work of such architects as Lloyd Wright, the son
of Frank Lioyd Wright, and Harwell Harris

After high school, he headed for California Polytechnic
State University in San Luis Obispo where he entered the
College of Architecture and Environmental Design. The very
name illustrates a holistic approach: architecture and envi-
ronment were almost one.
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i transform an interior. Here, in the g room of the Knecht
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The courtyard entry of the Vidich-Stein house In Ulster County,
New York, is even more dramatic In the evening. Facing page, top:
The kitchen of the Knecht house; both interiors and exterlor of the

harvested wood and quarried stone.
Below: A view of the kitchen wing of the Vidich-Stein house; the
architect incorporated the ng pool inte a comprehensive
design that doesn't intrude on the lush surroundings.
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Facing page, top: The Vidich-Stein house's
warm and inviting living room. Below: This
Craftsman-style house in Ulster County,
New York, sits comfortably in a landscape
of trees and stone walls. Passively cooled,
It makes use of the architect’s umbrella roof
system and rain-screen wall technology.
This page, right: The Allbright-Smith
House in Ulster County, New York, won an
American Institute of Architects Award for
Architectural Design In 2004. It was
designed with sustainable building materi-
als and features a variety of green building
technologles. Below: This open-riser stair-
case in Matthew Bialecki's own home fea-
tures a single support beam made of
rough-hewn oak; the ralling Is constructed
with hand-bent brushed aluminum rods,

frustrated. “Whal you have is the equivalent of a 1950s gas
guzzler," he says, noting their ever-increasing size and lack
of energy efficiency. “Often what today's homes lack is a
sense of intimacy and comfort.”

As for his clients, many of them came to him after they
loaked for homes to buy, and were disappointed by what was
on the market. * "There isn't anything that feels like me," " they
told him." ‘Nothing embodies my ideals, how | want to live

So it should be no surprise that Bialecki admires the work
of Sarah Susanka, architect and author of six best-selling
books, whose “build better, not bigger” approach to design
Is reflected in the title of her first book, The Not So Big House
(Taunton 1998),

Maithew Bialecki's appreciation for design and fine crafts-
manship exlends to interiors and furnishings. His Ullimate
Bungalow Furniture Collection is, in fact, a tribute to brothers
Charles and Henry Gresne, whose Gamble House in
Pasadena, California, is considered one of the finest exam-
ples of Arts & Crafts architecture. +

Jamos Hopor is a frealance writer and edilor who covers design and archite
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